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THE FUTURE OF 
EYE AIRFIELD
Development Brief 

Eye Airfield, the former WW2 airfield directly 
adjacent to the A140 in Suffolk, is part developed, 
part an opportunity site and part in agricultural use. 
There are a variety of industrial users on site ranging 
from small workshops to a power generation plant.

Mid Suffolk District Council has commissioned a 
team of consultants, led by Core Connections, to 
prepare a structured and co-ordinated approach for 
future sustainable development here, to ensure it 
meets the needs of the current and future users and 
provides employment opportunities for the 
surrounding rural area.

Q. What is currently happening?

A. The team have completed initial surveys of the 
airfield landscape and ecology, footpath links 
drainage and roads, and have prepared initial ideas 
for a landscape strategy. This strategy is now being 
discussed with the landowners and various 
organisations such as Suffolk County Wildlife, 
Public Rights of Way department and other relevant 
organisations for their comments.

Q. What is the involvement of the town council, 
and the three parish councils with boundaries 
that include parts of the airfield?

A. Eye Town Council, Brome, Hoxne and Yaxley 
Parish Councils will be invited to comment on the 
draft strategy at this stage, and to attend a future 
presentation of the draft development brief.

Q. What is the potential for new energy sources?

A. There is potential for new energy sources such as 
CHP, biomass and using wind on the airfield. 

Q. Will communications be improved?
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A. The airfield has been identified as a priority area 
for high speed broadband and better mobile signals.

Q. How do we fund development?

A. There could be joint ventures for example for 
energy supply, and access to the Growth Fund and 
possible rural enterprise hub funding is being 
sought.

Q. And the landowners? How are they 
commenting?

A. The land is not in council ownership, so the 
future very much depends on local landowners and 
existing and new businesses. Also there have been 
several expressions of interest in locating on the 
airfield site from new enterprises.  The potential 
expansion should be accommodated so that it does 
not unduly interfere with the existing business here. 
The landowners have attended meetings at the start 
of the process, to explain their aspirations and ideas, 
so the development brief can reflect those. 

Q. What is the next step?

A. Future development will need to be a partnership 
of the ideas of local organisations.

The draft strategy therefore identifies possible areas 
for expansion, as well as areas that would not be 
appropriate for development, but could be 
agricultural or community uses such as a �country 
park� area.

Q. What else will be included in the development 
brief?

A. The brief will present sustainability expectations 
for new development, explore potential to introduce 
low carbon energy sources on the airfield, and new 
cycle and footpath routes. The use of good practice 
in on-site water management in the design of 
landscape will be built into the brief as a 
requirement for all future development.
















