FAMILY MEDIATION – HOW THIS WORKS
Mediation is a way of attempting to resolve any disputes between a couple with regards to divorce, children or financial matters.
It is useful as it allows the parties to sit round a table with a mediator with a view to attempting to reach an agreement.

Mediation is not compulsory, and there are various situations where it would not be appropriate, although from the 6th April 2011 if couples are unable to agree about their finances or children matters, then they will be asked to attend a family mediation information and assessment meeting to find out whether they may benefit from mediation before an application to court is made in these areas.

A mediator must be suitably trained or qualified as a family mediator.  They need to be competent and recognised and have completed a recognised training course and conducted a certain amount of mediation sessions in order to work effectively in that area.

We will provide you details of suitably qualified mediators should this be appropriate to you at the time.  The family mediator will also work alongside your solicitor and will help in that regard to reach an agreement should this be possible, and the solicitor will then draft any agreement that is appropriate.

It should also be noted that family mediators, although give information about the law, cannot give any real legal advice about what you can or should do.  If agreement is reached as indicated at a mediation session, then you will still need to take formal legal advice to see whether or not the reaching of the particular agreement will be viewed upon as fair and whether all of the relevant financial disclosure has been considered before you reach that agreement.

If advice is given and the agreement is thought to be fair, then the family solicitor will be in a position to draft such an agreement and send this to the court within the divorce proceedings for the District Judge to approve the contents.

We at Family Law Consultants believe that mediation is a good starting point should it be appropriate and that it does offer an opportunity to see if matters can be resolved in relation to financial matters and children matters before any formal applications to court are made, and this with a view to saving on the costs of attending court and reaching agreement in a very quick and amicable manner.

Please call us on our free phone number for more information on mediation: 0800 6125134.

