CO-HABITATION AGREEMENTS FOR UNMARRIED COUPLES
This is an Agreement which is entered into by unmarried couples and, during recent times, the preparation of such Agreements has become increasingly more demanding.  This gives an indication of what the parties wishes were prior to separation and could go some way in helping the parties avoid any disputes should separation then become reality at a later date.
A Co-Habitation Agreement (also known as a Living Together Agreement) will, as indicated, place the parties’ wishes and their wish to be bound by the terms of the Agreement with their partner.  It can detail assets each party had brought to the relationship, how the property should be divided if the parties were to separate, and what they intend to do in relation to arrangements for the children.

Therefore if the parties were to later separate then the Co-Habitation Agreement could be used as a starting point with the dispute over who gets what in relation to court proceedings, certainly as a guidance to show the court the intentions of both parties when entering into the relationship.

However the court does have a discretion in deciding whether to enforce this or not.

This document must essentially be properly drafted to make it as enforceable as possible.  There must therefore be full disclosure of the assets, both parties need to know exactly what the assets are before they sign any Agreement, and this therefore will have a full chance of being recognised and indeed could save the parties costs in any given dispute at a later date.

For more information on this issue please call us on our free phone number 0800 6125134 for a free consultation.
