ENDING A CIVIL PARTNERSHIP
In December of 2005 the Civil Partnership Act became law which meant that gay and lesbian couples were allowed to have their relationship legally recognised.
We are now dealing the breakdown of such relationships by giving advice on how to end the civil partnership and the dealing of the financial aspects of the separation.
According to the Civil Partnership Act which gives gay and lesbian couples the same rights as their straight friends, this includes their partner’s next of kin benefiting from pension and inheritance rights.  Therefore the breakdown of any civil partnership is very similar to that of a divorce between a straight couple.

Dissolution is the legal term now used to terminate a civil partnership.  As indicated, a similar process to that of getting divorced and similar in the sense also that the partnership must exist for a period of 1 year before it can be dissolved.

The legal process again as indicated similar to divorce is one that needs one party to start the proceedings and that person is known as the Petitioner.  This person is responsible for proving that the civil partnership has irretrievably broken down, and that person must also rely on one of the following five facts in order to do so:-

a) That the Respondent has behaved in such a way that the Petitioner cannot reasonably be expected to live with him. (Unreasonable Behaviour).

b) The parties to the civil partnership have lived apart for a continuous period of at least two years immediately preceding the presentation of the Petition and the Respondent consents to an Order being granted.  (Separation).

c) The parties to the civil partnership have lived apart for a continuous period of at least five years immediately preceding the presentation of the Petition, in this case there is no need for consent.  (Separation).

d) The Respondent has deserted the Petitioner for a continuous period of at least two years immediately preceding the presentation of the Petition.  (Disertion).

The Petitioner will complete the Petition, this will be issued at court and will be served upon the Respondent at the last address or an address known where the Petitioner has lived or is living.

If there are children involved in the civil partnership a form called a Statement of Arrangements for the Children will need to be completed, again similar to divorce proceedings, which gives the court information in relation to where the children will live and what plans there are for the children in the future.

The dissolution generally takes between 3 and 6 months depending upon how quickly each party completes each stage of the procedure.

Running along with the dissolution, financial matters as with divorce will also need to be resolved.  In order to deal with this issue the first step is always to instruct a solicitor as with the dissolution above and the first step is to always exchange financial disclosure.

The parties will then attempt to negotiate along with their solicitors with a view to drafting a Financial Consent Order which like divorce can be lodged at the court within the dissolution proceedings.  This will ensure on being approved by the Judge that the terms of the settlement are legally binding.

Please telephone our free phone number for more information and a free consultation in relation to this matter should you require any further information on: 0800 6125134.

