Child Contact/Residence Package

If you are experiencing difficulties in relation to a child, for example your child lives with your former partner and you are having difficulty getting to see your child or your child lives with you but you are worried that your former partner will not return your child after contact, you can seek the help of the court by applying for a Contact Order, Residence Order or other order depending on your own unique circumstances.

We have created a package in two stages. In most cases the problem/issue put before the court will be resolved by agreeable during the course of proceedings. This is covered by Stage 1. If however your matter cannot be resolved during your court application the court will set your application down to be heard at a final trial. If this step is necessary you will need to proceed to stage 2 of this package.

Child Package Stage 1 includes:-

· All necessary appointments.

· Drafting the Application papers, filing the application at court and serving the papers (by post) on all Respondents. 

· Attendance at the First Appointment at court.

· Dealing with the CAFCASS service and any report ordered. Obtaining your instructions upon the same.

· Attendance at the subsequent review hearing where listed by the court.

· Attendance at pre-trial review. This is the hearing after the CAFCASS report where your application will be set down for trial in the absence of an agreement.

· Filing of a Consent Order where an agreement has been reached.

Legal Fees
£3,500.00
VAT

£   700.00

Court Fees
£   175.00

Total

£4,375.00

The possible “add ons” to your package are:

· Personal Service/Bailiff Service of the Application papers upon your spouse/ex-partner.

In certain circumstances your spouse/ex-partner may ignore/fail to acknowledge your application. If this happens your solicitor may advise you to have them personally served. The Process Server will promptly locate your spouse/ex-partner and serve them with the papers. This can often cost between £100 - £250 + VAT.

· Extra Hearings or further applications (interlocutory)

In certain cases it may become necessary to make an additional application, such as prohibited steps order, interim contact order or specific issue order application (whilst your main application is ongoing). Should such a step become necessary we shall discuss the cost of this prior to making such an application. Again your solicitor will advise you if this action is necessary and provide an estimate of charges at this time. 

· Barristers Fees

Should your matter become particularly complex you may wish to instruct a barrister to provide a further opinion or represent you at the pre-trial review. A cost estimate will be obtained in advance and you will need to deposit funds before the hearing to cover the fee.

· Expert Report

Sometimes it is necessary to have an expert report prepared. This will be ordered by the court and may for example be a psychologists report. The cost of such a report maybe your sole cost or it may be shared jointly between you and your spouse/ex-partner. This will be clarified by the court at the time the report is ordered. If such a report is necessary an estimate of costs will be obtained from an appropriate agreed specialist and you will need to deposit your share of the fees before such a report is requested.

· Travel/Parking

Child Package Stage 2 includes:-

· In the event that an agreement was not possible during the course of your proceedings the court at the pre-trial review will set your matter down for trial, a Final hearing. There will be a number of things to prepare for trial, including; drafting your statement and those of any witness, trial bundle, brief to counsel etc. 

· Including all steps up to and including attendance at the final hearing.

· The cost of stage 2 is in addition to stage 1 above:

Legal Fees
£2,500.00

VAT

£   500.00

Total

£3,000.00

The “add ons” to your package are:

· Barristers Fees

You will need to instruct a barrister to represent you at the final hearing. A cost estimate will be obtained in advance and you will need to deposit funds before the hearing to cover the fee.

· Expert Fees

If you have had an expert report the expert in certain cases may be needed to attend the final hearing. If this is the case an estimate of their charges will be obtained in advance and you will need to deposit funds before the hearing to cover the fee.

· Travel/Parking

